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Abstract
In this poster, I am presenting research
on the difference of direct and fair
methods of coffee trading in light of
Catholic Social Teaching. My proposition
is that buying fair trade coffee beans is
insufficient for respecting the inherent
dignity of the human person, and direct
trade must be the standard for any
ethically conscious consumer. Being
informed ethical consumers should
affect how we live out our daily lives on
a Marianist campus. Through utilizing
direct trade in coffee sourcing, wellinformed, ethical consumers at the
University of Dayton can change lives.

Fair Trade Coffee Chain

Catholic Social Teaching
Considering the seven principles of Catholic
Social Teaching and ethical sourcing, I
examined this issue under the light of two
principles: Life and Dignity of the Human
Person and The Dignity of Work and the Rights
of Workers. I considered these two principles
with the Marianist value of education for
justice.

Direct Trade

Marianist Identity & Ethical Sourcing

On Porches, the University has a Statement
In contrast to fair trade, direct trade on Catholic and Marianist Identity as a Call to
means that coffee roasters are
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. It includes an
excerpt from Pope Benedict XVI’s Caritas in
supplied directly from farmers
without a middleman. Direct trade is Veritate: “Charity demands justice:
defined as, “a type of sourcing
recognition and respect for the legitimate
Fair Trade
rights of individuals and peoples. It strives to
where roasters buy directly from
build the earthly city according to law and
farmers” (2019). Through this
Fair trade was established in the 1980s
justice” (CV, 6). For ethical consumers,
method of trade, those sourcing
as a way to ensure workers were being
especially at UD, justice and charity must
justly paid and living humanely. A group coffee ensure just working
intersect; in order to create a more just and
conditions as well as develop
of professors at Seattle University
charitable earthly city, we must ensure we are
working on sourcing ethical coffee beans relationships.
respecting human persons in our sourcing
define fair trade as, “a method of trade
Direct Trade Coffee Chain
decisions. Sara Harrison, UD’s executive
that allows farmers’ cooperatives to
director of procurement and payable service,
attain higher prices and retain access to
emphasizes this importance for the University
markets” (Le and Janovokic., 2019).
in two news articles. Harrison reminds us,
However, fair trade involves at least one
“Every sourcing decision is an opportunity to
middleman that is not accountable for
show who we are as a Catholic, Marianist
developing relationships with workers
university” (Harrison, 2020).
and evaluating suitable living conditions.

